
Location: 
Toynbee School, Eastleigh
Kings Copse Primary School, 
Hedge End
Great Binfields Primary School, 
Basingstoke
Client:  
Hampshire County Council

Value: £ 85,000

Completed: June 2011

Specialist teams:
Landscape Design: HCC Property 
Services
Multi-media Artist: Mark Ware
www.markware.co.uk/sound-posts

The HCC Property Services Landscape Group has a passion for involving children 
in the learning process and to make external spaces rich and empowering. The 
Sound posts project was created from the need to provide a sensory garden in one 
of three Hampshire schools that cater specifically for children with a range of visual 
impairments.

Despite limited initial funding, applications were made to HCC’s Access team and 
The Arts Council South East to provide for funding for a sound artist to create a 
series of sound posts within the landscape. Mark Ware, the appointed multi-media 
artist, is himself visually impaired following a stroke, which gives him a particular 
insight into the pupils needs. The pupils had the opportunity to work with Mark and 
theatre professionals to develop their listening and recording skills before starting to 
make their own “soundscapes”. 

The initial project was pioneered at Toynbee Secondary School and the subsequent 
success of this project led on to a more substantial £54,000 grant from the Arts 
Council and the Big Lottery Fund to roll out the project at Kings Copse Primary and 
Great Binfields Primary, both which have specialist visual impairment ( VI ) units. 

A total of eight ‘’Sound Posts’’ were created, all tailored to suit the specific locations. 
They can create infinitely flexible ‘’soundscapes’’ and provide the potential to use a 
space to travel in time through sound and music. This is just as powerful for visually 
impaired children as a theatre experience is for sighted children.

This project illustrates how much can be achieved. Where there is vision and 
ambition, money can be found and the lives of children are enriched forever.

      We are delighted with the 
Soundposts that have been installed 
at our school and the children are 
very excited about using them. They 
are going to give the children such 
a different learning experience - and 
perfect for our children with a visual 
impairment who rely on their sense 
of hearing for learning. 

Donna Irving,                               
Teacher for Visual Impairment,      

Kings Copse Primary School

Key Benefits

•	 Excellent learning experience for visually impaired children providing them 
with inspiring access to learning opportunities and cultural experiences.

•	 The workshops with the sound artist have given children a powerful voice and 
a sense of contribution to the life of their school.

•	 Exemplary achievement through cross departmental collaboration and vision.

•	 Opportunity to develop the creative and technical abilities of children with 
visual impairment, which has a positive effect on their career development.
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